
This 8
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time will be the last time that we will be seeing our Liturgical 

Green for a while.  On Wednesday, our Church enters the holy season of Lent.  This is a time for 

us to really take some time out of our busy lives and take a good long look into our hearts and 

see how our relationship with God is going.  It is a time to repent of our sinful ways, of the times 

that we have rejected God and His love that He offers to us, of the times that we have ignored 

Him entirely or pushed Him out of our lives and of the times that we have embraced the 

temptation to believe that we do not matter to Him. 

  

The Good News is that we do matter.  He never forgets us and He never tires of welcoming us 

back into His loving and gentle embrace.  In the first reading this weekend, we hear Isaiah 

remind us, the lost people of Zion, that the Lord God will never forget His people.  The Lord 

says to each one of us, “I will never forget you.” 

  

Here at St. Francis, we have a very concrete example of that promise right here in our parish 

church.  I am sure most all of you are aware that we have a 24-hour perpetual adoration chapel 

here in our church.  This is an amazing treasure for our parish to have, for any one of us to be 

able to come at any hour of the day or night to be affirmed that our God indeed is here.  He has 

never left us. 

  

Not every parish has this wonderful gift of perpetual adoration available.  I have had the blessing 

of being a part of a number of parishes that have had perpetual adoration, St. Mary’s Cathedral in 

Portland, St. Edward’s Church in Keizer, St. Joseph’s in Salem and Sacred Heart in 

Gervais.  Having the ability to come and pray before the Blessed Sacrament has brought many 

blessings to those places.  I am well aware of many of the blessings that have come forth from 

our own Perpetual Adoration Chapel here at St. Francis in Sherwood, including a good number 

of vocations to the priesthood and religious life that can be directly attributed to the prayer these 

men and women offered here on this holy ground.  This includes the success in building a new 

parish school and so many other great things that happen here. 

  

But, in order for this to be possible, we must take advantage of this opportunity.  We need to 

have adorers that are committed to making sure that there is someone with Our Lord, each hour 

of each and every day.  I would encourage you to consider offering an hour to the Lord.  It could 

be once a month, once a week, or whatever fits your schedule.  There will be information after 

the Masses this weekend in order for you to sign up.  The sacrifice of that hour will be worth it, I 

promise you that. 

  

===================================================================== 

 

Wednesday, March 1 is Ash Wednesday.  We will have Mass here at St. Francis at 8:30 am and 

7:00 pm.  Ashes will be given at both Masses.  Ash Wednesday (as is Good Friday) is a Day of 

Fasting AND Abstinence.  This means you should strive to have 1 regular meal and 2 smaller 

meals, and no snacking.  No Mammals or Fowl, but Fish is acceptable.  All Fridays of Lent are 

days of Abstinence, no Mammals or Fowl, but Fish is acceptable. 

  

Also, starting this Friday, March 3, we will be gathering at the Parish Center for Soup Supper at 

6:00 pm and Stations of the Cross will begin in the Church at 7:00 pm.  This first week I am 



leading the Stations and the members of the Pastoral Council are hosting the soup portion of our 

meal.  I look forward to seeing you there. 


